
APSAR/1−WP04 
5-8/02/2013 

International Civil Aviation Organization 

First Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Regional Search and Rescue Task Force 
(APSAR/1)  

Bangkok, Thailand, 5-8 February 2013 

 
Agenda Item 3: Global update 
 

GLOBAL SAR UPDATE 
 

(Presented by the Secretariat) 
 

 
SUMMARY 

This paper presents information from ICAO HQ on matters related to the global progress 
of SAR improvement and SAR standards development. 

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
Not Applicable 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The paper is intended to provide an update on SAR related activities that ICAO HQ has 
been involved in the last few years and an overview of what is planned in the coming months. 

1.2  

2. DISCUSSION 
 

ICAO-IMO JWG on SAR 

2.1 ICAO HQ has been continuing to participate at the annual gathering of the JWG. As a 
direct outcome of these meeting, a new version of the IAMSAR Manual is intended to be released in 
mid-2013. The intent is to update the Manual every 3 years. 

 Annex 12 Search and Rescue 

2.2 A firm date has not been determined as of yet but there is a desire to complete a full 
review of Annex 12 and present an amendment proposal in the near future. Coordination with the 
Regional Offices and the JWG will be necessary to complete this task. 
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High Level Safety Conference 2010 Recommendations 

2.3 The fatal accident of a large airliner on the flight from Brazil to France has prompted the 
aviation community to look at ways to improve safety over oceanic and remote areas.  ICAO was 
tasked with the review of Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and guidance material for 
the purpose of improving surveillance, flight monitoring and communications of aircraft, including 
the provision of timely and adequate search and rescue services.  

2.4 The Operational Data Link Panel (OPLINKP) was tasked to review data link-related 
procedures to address this safety recommendation.  A proposed PANS-ATM amendment was 
presented to the Air Navigation Commission (ANC) with a proposed applicability date of Nov 2014. 

2.5 The Flight Recorder Panel has also been looking at various options to address the same 
issues, mainly focusing on airborne equipment. New ELTs, automatically triggered in flight based on 
certain parameters, improved flight data recorders, and other options will soon be presented to the 
ANC, with the objective of ensuring that the location of an aircraft, following an accident, will be 
determined within a 6 nm radius. 

2.6 The proposals from the various Panels will be shared via State letters. 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

a) note the information contained in this paper; and 

b) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 
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